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As directed by Congress in Section 207 of the Telecornmunications Act of 1896, the Federal
Communications Commission adopted the Over-the-Air Reception Devices Rule concerning
governmental and nongovernmental restrictions on viewers' ability to receive video programming
signals from direct broadcast satellites ("DBS"), multichanne! multipoint distribution (wireless
cable) providers {"MMDS"), and television broadcast stations ("TVBS").

The rule is cited as 47 C.F.R. Section 1.4000 and has been in effect since October 14, 1996. I
prohibits restrictions that impair the installation, maintenance or use of antennas used to receive
video programrming. The rule applies to video antennas including direct-to- home satellite dishes
that are less than one meter (39.37") in diameter (or of any size in Alaska), TV antennas, and
wireless cable antennas. The rule prohibits most restrictions that: (1) unreascnably delay or
prevent instailation, maintenance or use; (2) unreasonably increase the cost of instaliation,
maintenance or use; or (3) preclude reception of an acceptable quality signal.

The rule applies to viewers who piace video antennas on property that they own and that is within
their exciusive use or contro!, including condominium owners and cooperative owners who have
: an area where they have exclusive use, such as a balcony or patio, in which to install the ,
antenna. The rule applies to townhomes and manufactured homes, as well as {o single family
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The rule allows local governments, community associations and landlords to enforce reslrictions
that do not impair, as well as restrictions needed for safety or historic preservalion. In addition,
under some circumstances, the availability of a central or common antenna can be used by a
community association or landlord to restrict the installation of individual antennas. In addition,
the rule does not apply to common areas that are owned by a landlord, a community association,
or jointly by condominium or cooperative owners, Therefore, restrictions on antennas installed in
common areas are enforceable.

On November 20, 1998, the Commission amended the rule so that it will also apply to rentat
property where the renter has exclusive use, such as a balcony or patio. The effective date of the
amended rute is January 22, 1999,

This fact sheet provides general answers to questions that may arise about the implernentation of
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